
The removal of monuments and statues is an issue that plagues our nation and is highly 

debated. Currently there are monuments that stand to honor and memorialize the Confederacy and 

it’s many leaders. In all honesty, many of these monuments are harmless and simply honor those 

that lost their lives in battle. However, a few monuments stand to honor vile leaders of the 

Confederacy who preached hate and racism. A clear example is Nathan Bedford Forrest. A 

notable general for the Confederacy, he also served as the Ku Klux Klan’s first grand wizard and 

was clearly an influential figure in all the wrong ways. So why is he honored across the country 

(mainly the South) and given monuments in his name? These offensive Confederate monuments 

should not be allowed to stand in public because they advocate racism and white supremacy, they 

can oppress those who were affected by slavery, and they socially split the country in half. 

On an average Sunday evening of prayer at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal 

Church of Charleston, a white, 21 year old domestic terrorist spontaneously opened fire on a group 

of African American worshipers who simply believed he wanted to join them in praying. June 17, 

2015 was a crucial date in American history because it showed that the Confederate flag could 

harbor rage and violence. A Facebook photo that the perpetrator posted depicted him atop his car 

with his license bearing different versions of the Confederate flag with the words “Confederate 

States of America” surrounding them. The morning after the tragic shooting that left nine dead and 

one injured, the white supremacist shooter confessed to wanting to ignite a race war with his 

attack. The fact that Confederate flags and monuments are everywhere and are even displayed in 

public promotes the misconception that racism is acceptable. Another example of a Confederate 

monument promoting hatred and violence was the August 12, 2017 Unite the Right rally in 

Charlottesville. This rally was established by white supremacists who wanted to protest against the 
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removal of a statue of Confederate General Robert E. Lee. Upon their arrival, they exerted racism, 

inciting violence against the anti racist and anti white supremacist protesters. It ended tragically 

with one white supremacist taking it too far and ramming his car into the crowd of anti racism 

protesters simply defending their city. One protester was killed and at least nineteen more were 

injured. The perpetrator was a man brainwashed into believing in racism, and the Confederate flag 

and monuments most definitely contributed to it. 

These Confederate flags and monuments do not only trigger racism and white supremacy 

in a group of people, but they also oppress African Americans whose families, or they themselves, 

were directly affected by slavery and Jim Crow laws. These racist icons of the past create an 

unsafe environment for many Americans and make it hard for them to enjoy their own public 

parks. Charlene Harmon, a retired nurse living in Memphis, felt a sense of relief as she walked 

through Memphis Park with her fiance a few weeks ago. This was because a towering monument 

of Jefferson Davis, the president of the Confederacy, and a statue of Nathan Bedford Forrest, 

Confederate general and first grand wizard of the KKK, were removed from the park. City leaders 

pushed for their removal after the majority of the Memphis population, “64 percent black, saw the 

removals as essential” (“How Memphis Hopes to Move On”, NYTimes). These removals created 

a safer environment for the youth of the city and the African American population as well. In 

relation to the removals Ms. Harmon stated, “Finally, we can come down and really enjoy this 

park. And we don’t have to see something that reminds us of our painful past: the lynchings, the 

beatings, and the selling of our forefathers”. Clearly Ms. Harmon feels much safer in her new 

environment and is hopefully that change will be good. 
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Finally, just like how the Confederacy split from the Union, it’s monuments split the 

country in half. There are those who are proud of the Confederacy and Americas painful history, 

and those who want to forget that the Confederacy ever existed. Many Americans ask themselves, 

“Why should the Confederacy be honored for splitting from our country and losing the Civil 

War?” The simple answer is, even though the Confederacy split, it’s soldiers were still Americans 

who simply fought for the wrong reasons. They should be remembered just like any other 

American who lost their lives fighting for their country. 

Many believe that the Confederate flag and monuments should be left alone because they 

are “history”. This is true, however they encourage so much hatred due to their deep rooted past 

and association with white supremacy and slavery, that should be taken down and moved to 

museums. This way, they are in an enclosed environment where only those who want to see them 

can see them, while the other half can peacefully live their lives without having to be painfully 

reminded every time they take a stroll in their local park. The Civil War would not be erased from 

history, nor would the Confederate States of America.  Our country would simply just be moving 

with the times and recognizing that displaying hatred is not okay. 

In conclusion, Confederate flags and monuments should be taken down and removed from 

public due to them inciting racism and white supremacy, oppressing those affected, and splitting 

the country. Their removals will bring about a safer, more tolerant environment to America. The 

majority is pushing for the monuments to be removed, however those who want to view them 

should be given the opportunity. This is why the most logical solution is the transport them to 

museums and start a collection of Civil War or Confederate statues and monuments. This way both 

sides will be happy and a compromise will finally be reached on this controversial topic. 
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